
 

 
 

Mission 
 

The Center on the Developing Child at Harvard University was founded in 2006 on the b elief 
that the vitality and sustainability of any society depend on the extent to which it equalizes o p-
port unities early in life for all children to achieve t heir full potential and engage in responsible 
and productive citizenship. We view healthy child development as the foundation of economic 
pro sperity and strong commun ities, and our mission is to advance that vision by leveraging sc i-
ence to e nhance child we ll-being. Drawing on the full breadth of intellectual resources available 
across Harvard Un iversityÕs schools and affiliated hospitals, the Center generates, translates, 
and applies knowledge in the ser vice of closing the gap between what we know and what we do 
to su pport positive life ou t comes for children, pa r-
tic ularly those who are vulnerable, in the United 
States and throug hout the world. Specif ically, the 
Center is co mmitted to:  
 

¥ building a multi-disciplinary science of child health, 
learning, and behavior that el ucidates the early roots 
of lifelong disparities;  

 
¥ advancing our understanding of how to reduce preventable 

disparities through rigorous analysis, design, im-
plementation , and evaluation of i nnovative pr o-
gram and practice models;  

 
¥ catalyzing the creation of effective, science-based poli-

cies and practices through strategic relatio nships 
and enhanced capacity for knowledge transfer; and  

 
¥ preparing future and current leaders to make science-based 

policy decisions that advance the healthy d evelo p-
ment  of children, families, and co mmunities, and 
bring high returns to all of soc iety.  

 
The Center on the Developing Child occ upies a 

unique niche among university -based institutes and 
independent think tanks. Few institutions have the 
capacity to call on the contributions of so many di s-
ti nguished leaders in ne uroscience, molecular biology, 
genetics, psychology, socio logy, economics, and the 
professional disciplines of medicine, education, public 
health, public policy, law, business, and communic a-
tions. The Ce nterÕs greatest promise lies in its ability 
to leverage this exte nsive expertise to secure a 
brighter future for the world through enligh t ened i n-
vestment in its children.  

 

The Opportunity 
A remarkable explosion of 

new knowledge about the d e-
veloping brain and the human 
genome, linked to advances in 
the  beha vioral and social sc i-
ences, o f fers current polic y-
makers and civic leaders 
exceptional oppo rtunities that 
did not exist a de cade ago. Sc i-
ence now offers increasing 
promise as a veh icle for greater 
understanding of how the fou n-
dations of successful adap tation  
and effective lear ning in the 
childhood years lead to be t ter 
outcomes in academic achiev e-
ment, economic produ ctivity, 
responsible citizenship, lif elong 
health, and successful parenting 
of the next ge neration.  

Through building, teac hing, 
and applyi ng this gro wing 
knowledge base, we have an 
unprec edented o pportunity to 
launch a new, science -driven era 
to pr omote the healthy deve l-
opment  of all children, pa rtic u-
larly those whose life prospects 
are compr omised by significant 
adve rsity . 
 



 

Center Activities 
 
 
¥ The National Scientific Council on the Developing Child focuses  on the analysis, synthesis, and 

communication of the science of early childhood and early brain develo pment (birth to age 5) 
in order to inform sc ience-based policymaking.  

¥ The National Forum on Early Childhood Program Evaluation focuses on the analysis, synthesis, and 
communication of research evidence on program effectiveness (birth to age 5), as well as 
data  
on broader health and family support services, in order to inform science -based policymaking  
and pra ctice.    

¥ A partnership with the FrameWorks Institute  brings research expertise in communic ations, 
grounded in the social sciences, to the task of translating scientific know ledge to inform pol i-
cies that a dvance the healthy development of children.   

¥ A partnership with the National Conference of State Legislatures and the National Governors Association 
Center for Best Practices focuses on bringing the science of early childhood deve lopment to U.S. 
policymakers in all 50 states. Current activities include a State Policy Working Group, co nsisting 
of pro minent policymakers from the executive and legislative branches of 12 states, and a Na-
tional Symposium on Early Childhood Science and Policy scheduled for June 2008.  

¥ An interdisciplinary research program provides a forum for faculty seminars and seed fun ding for 
innovative studies focused on elucidating the causal mechanisms of disparities in learning, b e-
havior, and health related to significant childhood adve rsity. Current projects include both an i-
mal and h uman studies investigating the bi ological markers of early -life stress and their 
association with lifelong problems in physical and mental health.  

¥ The Tulsa Project provides a  collaborative, community -based laboratory for desig ning, testing, 
and refining innovative strategies for reducing the cycle of in terge nerational poverty through 
new a pproaches to intervention in the early childhood years. In partnership with the  George  
Kaiser Family Foundation and the  Community Action Project of Tulsa, this initiative brings t ogether a 
team of distinguished scholar s to focus on family economic security, the mental health of 
chi ldren, parents, and service providers, and the integration of health and developmental 
services for chi ldren.  

¥ The Child Mental Health Science, Policy, and Practice Network focuses on the anal ysis, synth esis, 
application, and communication of the science of child mental health, inclu ding data on ev i-
dence -based treatments, in order to inform greater public understanding and the formul ation 
of science -based policymaking and practice.   

¥ A universit y-wide Colloquium Series offers public lectures and discussion on an int egrated sc i-
ence of child health and development and its implications for the fields of education, public 
health, s ocial policy, law, business, and medicine.  

¥ The Julius B. Richmond Fellowship supports dissertation research for a small, selected group of 
Harvard University doctoral students annually.  

¥ A p lanning  process to develop a Global Strategy for the Center is currently unde rway, i n co l-
labor ation with the A‚EV: Mother Child Education Foundation, based in Istanbul, Turkey, and the 
Harvard Initiative for Global Health. 


